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SUB J : LOS: SRI LANKA CONSIDERING UNILATERAL CLAIM 

1. DURING SEPTEMBER 8 CALL BY AMBASSADOR AND 
LOS TEAM ON MDFA SECRETARY W.T. JAYASINGHE, 

LATTER STATED THAT SRI LANKA NOW CONSIDERING 
LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING 12-MILE TERRITORIAL 
SEAAND 200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE. AMBASSADOR SAID 
TEAM MADE STRONG APPEAL TO RECONSIDER SUCH 
ACTION POINTING OUT THAT UNILATERAL CLAIMS, 
PARTICULARLY BY A COUNTRY WHICH HAS LEADERSHIP 
POSITION IN LOS CONFERENCE, WOULD BE VERY 
DAMAGING, MAKING SUCCESSFUL LOS NEGOTIATIONS MORE 
DIFFICULT AND INCREASING PRESSURE IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES TO TAKE UNILATERAL ACTION OF THEIR OWN. 
SECRETARY STATED SRI LANKA WOULD PROBABLY 
ONLY PASS ENABLING LEGISLATION PENDING 
CONCLUSION OF LOS CONFERENCE. JAYASINGHE 
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TO KEEP IN STEP WITH OTHER COUNTRIES IN REGION, 
MENTIONING SPECIFICALLY BANGLADESH AND BURMA. 

2. IN LATER MEETING PINTO CONFIRMED THAT 
SRI LANKA IS CONSIDERING UNILATERAL ACTION. 

HE STRESSED THAT ANY ACTION WOULD BE GENERAL 
IN CHARACTER, AND WOULD NOT SPECIFY EITHER 
CONTENT OR EXTENT OF TERRITORIAL SEA OR ECONOMIC 
ZONE. PINTO DESCRIBED CONTEMPLATED ACTION AS 
"TURNING SCREW" A BIT TO ENCOURAGE LOS CONFERENCE 
ACTION. PINTO ALSO STRESSED THAT MAJOR REASON 
FOR ACTION WOULD BE TO KEEP IN STEP WITH 
NEIGHBORING STATES. 

3. A FACTOR IN SRI LANKA’S DECISION WILL 
PROBABLY BE UNILATERAL ACTION BY OTHER COUNTRIES 
IN REGION. DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE 
EMBASSY COLOMBO WITH LIST OF ALL RECENT UNILATERAL 
OCEAN CLAIMS IN SOUTH ASIA (PARTICULARLY INDIA, 
PAKISTAN, BANGLADESH, BURMA) AND ANY INFORMATION 
WE HAVE ON ANY PLANS FOR FURTHER UNILATERAL ACTION. 
VAN HOT .TEN 
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